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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed October 1 , 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 16 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1. 3-6. 8. and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Battle et al. (US Pub. 2002/0113879) in view of Weston et al. (US 
Pub. 2002/0008622). and further in view of Cohen et al. (US Patent 6.963.358). 

2. In regard to claim 1, note Battle discloses the use of a camera system having a 
plurality of portable devices and a fixed camera (paragraph 0038 and figure 3), each of 
the portable devices comprising a receiver unit to receive image data photographed by 
the fixed camera (paragraph 0041, the palm pilot receives the image data from the 
camera), a writer unit to write the received image data in a memory medium (paragraph 
0041 ), a memory unit to store an ID for identification of each of the portable devices 
(paragraph 0041 ), and a transmitter unit to transmit the ID to the fixed camera 
(paragraph 0041 ), and a transmit turn-off unit to stop the transmitter unit from 
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transmitting the ID to the fixed camera, in response to a user operation (paragraph 
0038, the transmission of the ID is user activated), the fixed camera comprising a 
receiver unit to receive the ID from the portable devices (paragraph 0038), an image 
pick-up unit to start image pick-up operation when receiving the ID (paragraph 0038), a 
transmitter unit to transmit the photographed image data to each of the portable devices 
(paragraph 0041 , the palm pilot receives the image data from the camera), a server, 
wherein the transmitter unit of the fixed camera transmits the photographed image data 
and the ID to the server, and the server receives the image data and the ID from the 
fixed camera and stores the data and ID as associated with each other (paragraphs 
0048-0049), and the fixed camera includes a memory unit to store the image data 
therein, and before transmitting the image data to the server, stores the image data in 
the memory unit (paragraph 0040). Therefore, it can be seen that Battle fails to 
explicitly disclose that the transmitter unit automatically transmits the ID to the fixed 
camera without user input, at intervals of constant time, and that the transmit turn-off 
unit stops automatic transmission of the ID, the use of a gate comprising a first unit for 
registering the ID when the portable device is lent and a second unit for returning the ID 
when the portable device is returned, and that the server issues transmission 
permission to the fixed camera according to predetermined conditions before the 
camera transmits the image data to the server, and wherein if the server does not issue 
the transmission permission to the camera, a scheduling management is performed for 
transferring the data from the camera after a predetermined time period elapses. 
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In analogous art, Weston discloses the use of a transmitter unit that automatically 
transmits an ID to a fixed camera at intervals of constant time, without user input 
(paragraph 0026), and the use of a gate comprising a first unit for registering the ID 
when the portable device is lent (paragraph 0026; each device is registered when 
purchased/rented) and a second unit for returning the ID when the portable device is 
returned (paragraph 0027; the portable device is returned when the user has completed 
their photo activities). Weston teaches that the use of a transmitter unit that 
automatically transmits an ID to a fixed camera at intervals of constant time, without 
user input is preferred in order to require little or no action by the user to activate the 
image capture (paragraph 0026), and the use of a gate comprising a first unit for 
registering the ID when the portable device is lent and a second unit for returning the ID 
when the portable device is returned is preferred in order to order to identify the relevant 
pictures that have been stored and quickly print the customized order when the user is 
ready to leave the park (paragraphs 0027 and 0043). And through the combination of 
Battle and Weston, the user activation of the transmission of the ID taught by Battle 
(paragraph 0038) is considered to enable and disable the automatic transmission of the 
ID as taught by Weston. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the Battle device to include the use of a transmitter unit that 
automatically transmits an ID to a fixed camera at intervals of constant time, without 
user input, and the use of a gate comprising a first unit for registering the ID when the 
portable device is lent and a second unit for returning the ID when the portable device is 
returned, in order to require little or no action by the user to activate the image capture. 



Application/Control Number: 10/618,749 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2622 

and to identify the relevant pictures that have been stored and quicl<ly print the 
customized order when the user is ready to leave the park, as suggested by Weston. 

Also in analogous art, Cohen discloses the use of a server that issues 
transmission permission to a camera according to predetermined conditions before the 
camera transmits the image data to the server (column 12, lines 20-57), and wherein if 
the server does not issue the transmission permission to the camera, a scheduling 
management is performed for transferring the data from the camera after a 
predetermined time period elapses (column 12, lines 20-57). Cohen teaches that the 
use of a server that issues transmission permission to a camera according to 
predetermined conditions before the camera transmits the image data to the server, and 
wherein if the server does not issue the transmission permission to the camera, a 
scheduling management is performed for transferring the data from the camera after a 
predetermined time period elapses is preferred in order to ensure that image transfer is 
only performed when transmission is capable and/or authorized (column 12, lines 20- 
57). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Battle such that the server that issues transmission permission to the camera according 
to predetermined conditions before the camera transmits the image data to the server, 
and wherein if the server does not issue the transmission permission to the camera, a 
scheduling management is performed for transferring the data from the camera after a 
predetermined time period elapses, in order to ensure that image transfer is only 
performed when transmission is capable and/or authorized, as suggested by Cohen. 
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3. In regard to claim 3, note Battle discloses the use of a terminal apparatus, the 
terminal apparatus includes an input unit to enter an ID for identifying each of the 
portable devices, a transceiver unit to transmit the entered ID to the server and to 
receive image data from the server, and an output unit to output the received image 
data, and the server includes a transceiver unit to receive the ID for identifying each of 
the portable devices from the terminal apparatus and to transmit image data to the 
terminal apparatus, and a search unit to search for the image data on the basis of the 
received ID (paragraph 0049, based on the account/ID data that is entered into the 
terminal, the associated images are retrieved and displayed). 

4. In regard to claim 4, note Battle discloses that the server includes a transceiver 
unit to receive the ID and a password corresponding to the ID from a computer 
connected via a network and to transmit the image data corresponding to the ID via the 
network to the computer and an analyzer unit to analyze the ID and password and to 
judge whether or not to transmit the image data corresponding to said ID (paragraph 
0049, based on the account/ID data that is entered into the terminal, the associated 
images are retrieved and displayed). 

5. In regard to claim 5, note the primary reference of Battle in view of Weston 
discloses the use of a camera system having a plurality of portable devices and a fixed 
camera, as claimed in claim 1 . Therefore, it can be seen that the primary reference of 
Battle in view of Weston fails to explicitly disclose that the fixed camera includes a unit 
to generate other image data having a resolution lower than a resolution of the 
photographed image data and to transmit the photographed image data the server and 
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to transmit the other image data having the lower resolution to the portable device. 
Official notice is taken that the concepts and advantages of having a camera generate 
other image data having a resolution lower than a resolution of the photographed image 
data and to transmit the photographed image data the server and to transmit the other 
image data having the lower resolution to the portable device are notoriously well known 
and expected in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the primary device such that the fixed camera includes a unit to 
generate other image data having a resolution lower than a resolution of the 
photographed image data and to transmit the photographed image data the server and 
to transmit the other image data having the lower resolution to the portable device in 
order to reduce the bandwidth necessary to provide the user with a preview image by 
transferring low resolution image to the portable device, while reducing the storage 
space required in the camera by transferring the high resolution image to the server for 
permanent storage and reproduction without a loss in image quality. 
6. In regard to claim 6, note Battle discloses the use of a camera system having a 
plurality of portable devices, a fixed camera, and a server (paragraph 0038-0049 and 
figure 3), each of the portable devices comprising a memory unit to store an ID for 
identification of each of the portable devices (paragraph 0041), a transmitter unit to 
transmit the ID to the fixed camera (paragraph 0041), and a transmit turn-off unit to stop 
the transmitter unit from transmitting the ID to the fixed camera, in response to a user 
operation (paragraph 0038, the transmission of the ID is user activated), the fixed 
camera comprising a receiver unit to receive the ID from the portable devices 
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(paragraph 0038), an image pick-up unit to start its image pick-up operation when 
receiving the ID (paragraph 0038), and a transmitter unit to transmit the ID and the 
photographed image data to the server (paragraphs 0048), and the server comprising a 
receiver unit to receive the ID and the image data from the fixed camera (paragraphs 
0048-0049), a memory unit to store information indicative of the ID and a transmission 
destination of the image data corresponding to the ID (paragraphs 0045, the information 
is stored during pre-registration), that the server has a transmitter unit to transmit the 
received image data to a transmission destination (paragraphs 0050), and the fixed 
camera includes a memory unit to store the image data therein, and before transmitting 
the image data to the server, stores the image data in the memory unit (paragraph 
0040). Therefore, it can be seen that Battle fails to explicitly disclose that the 
transmitter unit automatically transmits the ID to the fixed camera without user input, at 
intervals of constant time, and that the transmit turn-off unit stops automatic 
transmission of the ID, the use of a gate comprising a first unit for registering the ID 
when the portable device is lent and a second unit for returning the ID when the 
portable device is returned, and that the server issues transmission permission to the 
fixed camera according to predetermined conditions before the camera transmits the 
image data to the server, and wherein if the server does not issue the transmission 
permission to the camera, a scheduling management is performed for transferring the 
data from the camera after a predetermined time period elapses. 

In analogous art, Weston discloses the use of a transmitter unit that automatically 
transmits an ID to a fixed camera at intervals of constant time, without user input 
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(paragraph 0026), and the use of a gate comprising a first unit for registering the ID 
when the portable device is lent (paragraph 0026; each device is registered when 
purchased/rented) and a second unit for returning the ID when the portable device is 
returned (paragraph 0027; the portable device is returned when the user has completed 
their photo activities). Weston teaches that the use of a transmitter unit that 
automatically transmits an ID to a fixed camera at intervals of constant time, without 
user input is preferred in order to require little or no action by the user to activate the 
image capture (paragraph 0026), and the use of a gate comprising a first unit for 
registering the ID when the portable device is lent and a second unit for returning the ID 
when the portable device is returned is preferred in order to order to identify the relevant 
pictures that have been stored and quickly print the customized order when the user is 
ready to leave the park (paragraphs 0027 and 0043). And through the combination of 
Battle and Weston, the user activation of the transmission of the ID taught by Battle 
(paragraph 0038) is considered to enable and disable the automatic transmission of the 
ID as taught by Weston. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the Battle device to include the use of a transmitter unit that 
automatically transmits an ID to a fixed camera at intervals of constant time, without 
user input, and the use of a gate comprising a first unit for registering the ID when the 
portable device is lent and a second unit for returning the ID when the portable device is 
returned, in order to require little or no action by the user to activate the image capture, 
and to identify the relevant pictures that have been stored and quickly print the 
customized order when the user is ready to leave the park, as suggested by Weston. 
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Also in analogous art, Cohen discloses the use of a server that issues 
transmission permission to a camera according to predetermined conditions before the 
camera transmits the image data to the server (column 12, lines 20-57), and wherein if 
the server does not issue the transmission permission to the camera, a scheduling 
management is performed for transferring the data from the camera after a 
predetermined time period elapses (column 12, lines 20-57). Cohen teaches that the 
use of a server that issues transmission permission to a camera according to 
predetermined conditions before the camera transmits the image data to the server, and 
wherein if the server does not issue the transmission permission to the camera, a 
scheduling management is performed for transferring the data from the camera after a 
predetermined time period elapses is preferred in order to ensure that image transfer is 
only performed when transmission is capable and/or authorized (column 12, lines 20- 
57). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Battle such that the server that issues transmission permission to the camera according 
to predetermined conditions before the camera transmits the image data to the server, 
and wherein if the server does not issue the transmission permission to the camera, a 
scheduling management is performed for transferring the data from the camera after a 
predetermined time period elapses, in order to ensure that image transfer is only 
performed when transmission is capable and/or authorized, as suggested by Cohen. 
7. In regard to claim 8, note Battle discloses that each of the portable devices 
includes a shutter unit which indicates timing to be photographed and transmits the 
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capture signal to tlie camera according to the indication of the timing to be 
photographed (paragraphs 0038-0041). 

8. In regard to claim 16, note Battle discloses that each of the portable devices 
includes a shutter unit which indicates timing to be photographed and transmits the 
capture signal to the camera according to the indication of the timing to be 
photographed (paragraphs 0038-0041). 

Concfusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

US 20040201 683A1 : note the use of lending/returning of a transmitter device at a 
recreation facility to operate fixed cameras around the facility. 

US007321387B2: note the use of a photopackage device that transmits low 
resolution images to the user while storing high resolution images. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/61 8,749 Page 1 2 

Art Unit: 2622 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHRISS S. YODER III whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7323. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lin Ye can be reached on (571) 272-7372. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/C. S. Y./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



/Lin Ye/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



